I am pleased to report that, at its meeting on 17th June, the Council of the Royal College of Anaesthetists (RCoA) agreed to ask its President, Dr Judith Hulf, to formally invite the presidents of the six other colleges represented on the Intercollegiate Board to join her in developing an intercollegiate structure for a Faculty of Intensive Care Medicine in the RCoA. If they agree, a steering group, with senior membership as proposed by the contributing colleges, will be set up to write the regulations of the Faculty.
Judith has worked long and hard behind the scenes to develop a working model agreeable to virtually all those who practise intensive care medicine and to their parent colleges; her contribution to this start of a new era for the specialty should not be underestimated.
Although yet to be fully ratified, the basis of the new structure is likely to see the current format of the Intercollegiate Board maintained as a new Founding Board (although the constituent names are likely to change). Elections to a Transitional Board would be held when the initial Fellowship had been established (perhaps within two years) and this would then move to the final, established, Faculty Board (perhaps within five years). This process will be overseen by a Board of Trustees comprising the presidents of the constituent colleges. This structure will maintain the intercollegiate basis of the new Faculty at the highest level.
The Faculty will receive its administrative and initial financial support from the RCoA. The governance structure of the Faculty will be developed through a single route rather than through seven separate college councils. It is intended that this will be via the Faculty' s Board of Trustees to the Privy Council using the RCoA' s charter and ordinances, thus providing a secure working infrastructure and financial stability.
Below the Faculty Board, there will be a number of committees to deliver the necessary work in areas such as professional standards, revalidation, training and assessment, etc. These committees will need experienced input from the colleges and senior fellows of the Faculty with the appropriate experience.
Matters pertaining to PMETB continue to consume the Board' s time and energy. On 21 May 2009, I met with Professor Stuart Macpherson, the new Chairman of the PMETB, for further discussions regarding broad-based training and a single-specialty CCT. On 2 June 2009, I was again at the PMETB offices with the Intercollegiate Committee for Acute Care Common Stem Training (ICACCST) to seek further clarification on curricula and awarding of a CCT. I am pleased to say that at both meetings the atmosphere was cordial and constructive and real progress was made.
These talks are directly linked to the current work on updating the curricula of anaesthesia and intensive care, as well as those of acute and emergency medicine. A number of people are involved in this effort and I give my thanks to them all. There are too many to mention individually, but for their work on the ACCS curriculum I would like to thank Chris Clarke and Jonathan Goodall; for the ICM curriculum my thanks go to Anna Batchelor and her team for their continuing hard work. The whole revised curriculum for training in intensive care medicine has to be ready for submission in December and I know that Anna would dearly like some more 'workers' to help sift through the current curriculum and map it to CoBaTrICE! David Greaves has contributed enormously to the anaesthesia and intensive care curriculum, especially with the assessment process, in an effort led by Andy Tomlinson for the RCoA. My special thanks are due to Julian Bion and Hannah Reay from the CoBaTrICE team for permission to use their database and also for their much-appreciated practical input to the process. My apologies are due to the many others whom I have not named, but you are not forgotten.
So, while we continue to forge forward in developing our specialty do, please, all enjoy your summer holidays.
Intercollegiate Board for Training in Intensive Care Medicine
Peter Nightingale Chairman, IBTICM pete.nightingale@gmail.com
